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 DLA Board Members 

Secretary’s Message  

This is the 25th anniversary of the formation of the Dexter Lakes Association!   Before 

2001, the founders of the association felt that forming a lake association seemed  

unnecessary, however with more year-round homes being built, more sloping dirt 

roads and driveways, boats getting bigger and more powerful, manicured lawns   

running to the edge of the water, something needed to be done.  Our membership 

has increased from 81 in 2001 to nearly 150!  Since its inception, DLA has helped 

motivate and educate landowners, boaters, nature-lovers and visitors to have posi-

tive lake-healthy habits.  It has helped educate property owners how to make their 

property more “lake smart” to prevent silty storm run-off (which carries phosphorus), 

how to scan the waterfront for invasive aquatic plants and more.  Several DLA   

members are certified aquatic invasive plant patrollers or water quality testers who 

report to Lake volunteer Stewards of Maine.  We have been involved with the 

statewide Audubon loon count since 1983!   

 

 

Hear Rick Whitney talk about 

the story behind this picture at 

the upcoming Annual Meeting 

Wednesday, July 8th 

 

 

 

Our Sweet Water: 

As we learned at the last Annual Meeting both Wassookeag Lake and Puffers Pond 

have much higher alkalinity compared to most other Maine lakes.  In the chart below, 

Wassookeag’s Alkalinity is 32+ mg/l (yellow diamond) where the other Maine lakes 

range from 2 to 24 mg/l. Due to the geological composition of the drainage area of 

our lakes, the streams feeding Wassokeag and Puffers Pond contain water which 

has passed through soil and rock formations rich in limestone or chalk. As the water 

passes through, it dissolves minerals such as calcium carbonate which is naturally 

basic and increases the water’s alkalinity.  Just like Tums are used to reduce an acid 

stomach, high alkali water 

prevents the lake from      

becoming acidic from acid 

rain.  This phenomenon is 

beneficial to many aquatic 

species and the health of  

the lake in general.    

 

  

 

 

 

Dexter Lake Association 

 
The purpose of the DLA is to 

help preserve and protect the 

health of Lake Wassookeag 

and Echo Lake (Puffers Pond)  
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Reflections at Dawn 

 

Poem by Maya Anthony 

 

In the hush of early light, 

A mirror formed of liquid glass, 

The lake whispers secrets of the 

night, 

In ripples that gently pass. 

Dawn’s fingers paint in hues so 

bright, 

On waters still and vast, 

Reflecting skies with soft delight, 

In moments that won’t last. 

As daybreak stirs the sleepy lake, 

Birds sing in chorus above, 

Nature awakens, all partake, 

In this scene of tranquil love. 

 

 

 

Sunrise on Wassookeag 

 

Annual Dexter Lakes Association Boat Parade Brings Fun to Boaters 

and Residents Alike 

Thanks to Adam Briggs and his helpers, the 2025 Dexter’s Fourth of July boat  

parade was a great success.  More than 20 boats joined the parade for the cruise 

around the “big lake” and the chance to win bragging rights for the next year.   

 

Three family entrants were the 

winners of last year’s friendly 

competition 

Third-Place went to the      

Weymouth Family’s boat. 

Second-Place went to the    

Violet-Richards Families boat. 

First-Place bragging rights 

were won by the Moore’s boat. 

WINTER NEWS 

 

ICE IN: 

Dec 10—(Partial)

Dec 25, 2025 (full) 

 

ICE OUT: 

April 17 2026 

Similar to last     

year 

  

MAX ICE  

THICKNESS 

About 36 inches 

on the  

Big Lake. 

Beach News!!   
The Dexter Development Association (DDA) 

headed by Frank Spizuoco has been very 

busy with its Bring Back the Beach initiative. 

New playground equipment has been in-

stalled and a large pavilion for group picnics 

and concerts has been built.  The DDA 

thanks all that donated to this great project.  

Over 540 bricks were sold!  More 8x8 bricks 

are being sold at www.thatsmybrick.com/

BBTB  if you still wish to honor a loved one in 

a very special way.  Call the town office at 

924-7351 to reserve the large or a smaller 

pavilion for your special event. 

Dexter Lakes 2025 

Loon count        

Update:   

 

Lake Wassookeag: 

10 adults and 1 

chick  

 

Puffers Pond: 4 

adults and 1 chick.   

.     

http://www.thatsmybrick.com/BBTB
http://www.thatsmybrick.com/BBTB
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 First Time Ever!  Lake Scorecards! 

With 5785 lakes and ponds in the State, Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) needed a visual 

tool to simplify the enormous amount of data that is involved in determining the current health and health trends 

of a lake.  Working with DEP staff, Lake Stewards of Maine and Maine Lakes, Jeremy Deeds, PhD of the Maine 

DEP  has created scorecards for over 450 lakes in Maine including Wassookeag and Puffers Pond!  The major 

categories include water quality, invasive plants, lake vulnerability and shoreland and habitat health.  Lake Was-

sookeag and Puffers Pond scorecards are below, and for comparison, Sebasiticook and Moosehead Lakes are 

shown as well. 

Water Quality Trends: There are four measurements that determine the water quality score: SDT (Secchi Disk 

Transparency measurements), TP (Total Phosphorus, the primary nutrient needed for plant growth, especially 

algae), Chl-a (Chlorophyll-a indicates how much algae is present) and Reports of Algae Blooms by invasive 

aquatic plant surveyers.   Both Wassokeag and Puffers Pond have good water quality.  A special thank you goes 

to Certified Water Quality Monitors: Christie and D. Richardson, for taking regular Secchi Disk Measurements for 

the last four years!  

Invasive plants: This rating is based on Infestation Assessment: Blue (good), indicates that lake surveyers have 

not found any infestations in the past three years.  A big thank you goes to our certified aquatic invasive plant 

patrollers: Janie Snyder, Dan Hutchins, Debra Morse, Michael Ann Wells and Ruth deBeurs!  Risk Condition:  

Maine DEP has determined that Lake Wassookeag is highly vulnerable for infestation due to high boater use and 

close proximity to other infested waterbodies.   Puffers Pond has less boater use.    

Lake Vulnerability indicates how sensitive a lake is to its:  Sediment Chemistry: materials at the bottom of the 

lake; Runoff Pollution, entering the lake, and Oxygen: warmer water means less oxygen for fish; more decaying 

material also means less oxygen.  Wassookeag scored lower than Puffers Pond for Lake Vulnerability due to 

lawn/road pollutants entering the lake as well as poorer lake sediment chemistry due to its older age. 

Shoreland Condition and Habitat Quality:  Both scores decrease with increased human disturbance.   Dexter 

Lakes are rated fair which means they are in the middle 50% of Maine lakes for natural shorelines.  

Sebasiticook Lake: has a high risk for invasive plant infestation since it is not surveyed and it is also close to I-95.  

Moosehead, with less human disturbance, scores higher than the other lakes.   

In Summary:  The scorecard indicates that Lake Wassookeag is more vulnerable than other lakes for 

aquatic invasive plant infestation and also from sediment run-off from roads and lawns!  We have control 

of both aspects.   Clean, drain and dry your boat.  Mow your lawn less (longer grass slows water) and let a 

“beard” of natural vegetation grow along the shorelinel  Consider installing a rubber water diverter if you have a 

sloping roadway or driveway. 



Gift of Membership 
Let's continue the Dexter Lakes Association's 

great tradition of lake stewardship by sponsoring 
a new member this year. It makes a great gift for 

the next generation. 
 

If you have not paid 2026 dues, please send 
$10 per member to  

 
Adam Briggs 

49 Bear Lane  Dexter ME  04930 
 

The purpose of the DLA is to help preserve and  

protect the health of Lake Wassookeag and Echo 

Lake (Puffers Pond) 

 

49 Bear Lane 

Dexter, Maine  04930 

Sat, July 4: Town Parade with DLA float at 10 am and Decorated Boat Parade at 12:00 noon.  Boaters 

should meet at the causeway bridge.  FMI contact Dan Hutchins, 207-717-9091. 

Wed, July 8: Annual Meeting starts with a social gathering at 6:00 pm, meeting starts at 6:30 pm. VFW 

Hall, Cedar St, Dexter.  The featured speaker is Rick Whitney presenting on Historic Aspects of Dexter’s 

Lakes. Open to all.  FMI contact Ruth deBeurs 924-0180. 

Sat, July 18, Annual Loon count 7:00 - 7:30 am.  FMI contact “JC” Forgotson at 207-232-6447.   

Sat, Aug 1, Kiwanis Cruise-in at the Ridgeview Middle School 10-2. 

Sat, Aug 8, Dexter Red Hot Dog Days, Downtown Dexter 10-5. 

Sat, Aug 1 -  Aug 14, Invasive Plant Survey, FMI contact Dan Hutchins 207-717-9091. Volunteers needed 

for both lakes. Training is provided.  Identification of non-native invasive plants is crucial to maintaining the 

health of the lake  

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

Mama  

duck with busy 

ducklings 


